World Environment Day Celebrations in the Wild

Fig 1. Fr .Hermann Borg Plants a tree during 2017 WED celebrations

On Monday 5th June was World Environment day popularly known as WED, the theme for 2017
being connecting people with nature. The event was celebrated worldwitth various
stakeholders, organizations cooperate, and community members embracing the day in
different ways from clean up exercises, awareness creation, carrying out school outreach
programs, tree planting among others.

C2NJ YSyel (KA acawesdt dne wies theSanlrylithrotigh the Ministry of
Environment and Natural Resources has made a public decision to go green and ban plastic
bags, resorting to green packaging, this seemed like a good way to embrace green consumption
patterns and prorote sustainability. Various stakeholders opposed the move citing economic
impacts, affirming the Business As Usual (BAU) scenario where the economy is perceived to
reign over ecological and social concerns, not forgetting that the three components makes th
sustainable agenda complete. The government of Kenya, therefore, marked WED in a colorful
celebration held at the prestigious Egerton University in Nakuru Kenya, the key agenda being
the transition from plastic bags to alternative packaging, with messagaching out to million

of Kenyans on the need to connect to nature by embracing eco friendly bags for example sisal
made shopping bags.

At Mother Earth Network, we were not left behind; the network joined a community group in
Kiambu County to do whats best known for, of course, tree planting. The event organized by
Muguga Community Forest Association (CFA) and Kenya Forest Research Institute (KEFRI)
resulted in the planting of 1000 native seedlings aimed at restoring the indigenous community
forestthat has been facing severe degradation challenges. The tree planting exercise marked as
a startup activity that will be followed by series of tree planting events aimed at fully restoring



the forest ecosystem. The network will be key partner in thislitte as a way of getting
involved in community initiatives to embrace care for creation.

Fr. Hermann Borg the Network Director led the tree planting event motivating the community
members to always connect with nature and be good stewards of Gods gfeatid ¢ dzii dzy' 1 S
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Fig 2. Kenya Forest Service Wardens pose for a photo during the event



